The title of this week’s torah portion, Tzav, means “Command.” It tells us that God instructs Moses to command Aaron and his sons regarding their duties and rights as Kohanim (“priests”) who offer the korbanot (animal and meal offerings) in the Sanctuary.
As we near Passover – a time when we celebrate our freedom from bondage and remember when we were strangers in a strange land – we are reminded of a different command from God: to welcome the stranger. 
Thirty-six times this principle is repeated in the Torah. Thirty-six times we are reminded of our own immigrant history. Thirty-six times we are commanded not only to welcome the stranger, but to "love them as yourself." And once more, during the Passover Seder, we are reminded that “in every generation we are obligated to see ourselves as though we personally had escaped from slavery in Egypt.” 

How do we fulfill this Passover tzav? How can we meet our obligation as Aaron and his sons met theirs as Kohanim? We begin, of course, by inviting a stranger to our Passover table, and by asking the ghost of Elijah to drink from our glass of wine. 
Today, though, we have a different kind of stranger in our midst. Currently, nearly 12 million people live in this country without legal status. Many have come in search of work, hoping to send money back to their families. Others have stayed beyond the expiration of their visas for various reasons, often to continue to reap the benefits of life in America. Similar to today’s immigrants, many Jews came to this country in search of opportunity and to make a better life for themselves and their families.  While Jewish immigrants often came through legal channels, specifically entry points such as Ellis Island and the Port of Galveston, the inherent causes of immigration to the United States have remained the same over time. 
The United States faces a severe crisis concerning the state of our flawed immigration system. The need for legislative action could not be more urgent; the escalating state of illegal immigration, the humanitarian crisis at the U.S.-Mexico border, and the complexity of dealing with the future flow of immigrant workers demands thoughtful consideration by Congress and the passage of legislation that addresses the root causes of immigration to the United States.

The Reform Jewish community has remained steadfast in its support of comprehensive immigration reform, because our immigrant history reminds us that we have a personal responsibility to ensure that today’s immigration policies reflect equitable, generous and humane measures. Additionally, we must not ignore the deteriorating state of the U.S.-Mexico border, where illegal immigration, criminal activity and an increasing number of deaths call attention to the need for enhanced border security. A comprehensive immigration reform bill should address not only border issues, but also should offer a path to earned legalization for undocumented immigrants, expedited family reunification, and regulations to provide a flow of immigrant workers to meet the needs of the United States economy.  

These ideas resonate particularly during the Passover season, when Jews around the world will join together and re-tell the story of Israelites’ freedom from the wrath of the Egyptian Pharaoh following years of enslavement and oppression. The Israelites, forced to wander the desert for 40 subsequent years, represent one of the first groups of Jewish migrants who were forced to seek sanctuary in a foreign land. 

This Passover, we have the opportunity to fulfill our commandment to ‘welcome the stranger’ in a bigger way. We have the opportunity to welcome the 12 million undocumented immigrants currently living as strangers in our communities, to put an end to a harsh and unjust immigration system that leaves families waiting as many as 25 years to be reunited, to love these modern-day strangers as ourselves.
