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				Drawing on our Jewish values and history, HIAS stands for a world in which refugees find welcome, safety, and opportunity.
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					Our History

					Originally founded to assist Jews fleeing pogroms in Eastern Europe, today HIAS works around the world to assist displaced people of all backgrounds.

					Learn More
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					Mission & Values

					HIAS draws on our mission and values to serve over one million people in more than 20 countries around the world each year.

					Learn More
				
			
				
				

			


				

			
	What We Do
				
						
				What We Do

				HIAS provides vital services to refugees and asylum seekers around the world and advocates for their fundamental rights so they can rebuild their lives.

				Learn More
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					Resettle Refugees
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												Welcome Corps

												Through the Welcome Corps, groups of everyday Americans can sponsor refugees and help them build new lives in communities across the U.S.Learn More
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												Resettlement Partners

												In communities across the United States, our network of resettlement partner agencies helps resettled refugees rebuild their lives and find welcome, safety, and opportunity.Learn More

											
										
									

Resettle Refugees

	End Gender-Based Violence
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												LGBTQ Refugees

												HIAS supports LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers to access their rights and rebuild their lives in dignity.Learn More
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												No to GBV, Yes to Economic Empowerment

												A close collaboration in Ecuador between HIAS and UN Women promotes economic empowerment as an effective strategy to stop GBV.Learn More

											
										
									

End Gender-Based Violence

	Provide Legal Support
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												Legal Services in the U.S.

												Learn more about legal services that HIAS offers in the U.S. — and how to get help from our team of dedicated lawyers in New York and Maryland.Learn More
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												Asylum

												Asylum is a vital form of protection for people fleeing persecution guaranteed by U.S. and international law.Learn More

											
										
									

Provide Legal Support

	Support Community Mental Health
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												Why Community Is So Crucial to Refugees’ Mental Health

												HIAS’ community-based mental health programs promote the well-being of refugees affected by crisis and conflict.Learn More
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												WATCH: Caring for the Whole Person

												Watch a video to learn about HIAS’ dedication to refugees and their well-being.Learn More
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	Promote Economic Inclusion
							
								

							
										
											[image: ]


[image: ]


											
											
												The Graduation Model Approach

												Our Graduation Model Approach provides refugees around the world with tools to lift themselves out of poverty and to integrate into host communities.Learn More
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												The Fundamental Elements of our Economic Inclusion Programs

												HIAS has helped over 400,000 participants to get out of poverty, find employment, start a business, and achieve self-reliance.Learn More
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	Advocate for Refugee Rights
							
								

							
										
											[image: Immigrants seeking asylum in the United States wait in line as they are processed by U.S. Border Patrol agents in the early morning hours after crossing into Arizona from Mexico on May 10, 2023 in Yuma, Arizona. | The End of Title 42: Five Key Takeaways | HIAS]


[image: Immigrants seeking asylum in the United States wait in line as they are processed by U.S. Border Patrol agents in the early morning hours after crossing into Arizona from Mexico on May 10, 2023 in Yuma, Arizona. | The End of Title 42: Five Key Takeaways | HIAS]


											
											
												Support the Asylum Seeker Work Authorization Act

												Tell Congress to support the Asylum Seeker Work Authorization Act, which would make it easier for asylum seekers to obtain a work permit and contribute to their communities.Learn More
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												Take Action

												From sending letters to your lawmaker to getting more involved in your community, we need you to speak up for refugees and asylum seekers.Learn More

											
										
									

Advocate for Refugee Rights

	Respond to Emergencies
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												Emergency Response in Israel

												HIAS is working to ensure support following the mass terrorist violence in Israel on October 7, 2023.Learn More
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												Sudanese Refugees in Chad

												Since April 2023, more than 400,000 refugees have crossed the border into Chad. Learn about HIAS’ response.Learn More
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					Center for Refugee Policy

					The center is dedicated to generating new ideas to inform and educate policymakers on issues related to advancing refugee rights across the globe.

					Learn More
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					Welcome Circles

					Help integrate refugees into communities across the U.S. through HIAS-led private sponsorship groups.

					Learn More
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				Where We Work

				HIAS provides vital services to displaced people and communities impacted by displacement in more than 20 countries around the world.

				Learn More
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					United States
							
								United States

							Resettlement in the U.S.
	Resettlement Partners
	Legal Programs in the U.S.
	Learn More

	
												
													Private Sponsorship in the U.S.
													Learn More
												
											
	
												
													Legal Services in the U.S.
													Learn More
												
											

Learn More

	Europe
							
								Europe

							
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													Austria
												
											
	
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													Greece
												
											
	
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													Moldova
												
											
	
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													Poland
												
											
	
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													Romania
												
											
	
												
													[image: ]


[image: ]

													United Kingdom
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													Ukraine
												
											
	HIAS Europe

	
												
													Non-Ukrainian Asylum Seekers Left Out in the Cold
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													After Fleeing Alone, a Ukrainian Finds ‘Family’ in Brussels
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	Learn More
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					Israel Crisis Response

					HIAS is currently responding to the humanitarian emergency across the country as a result of recent violent attacks against the civilian population.

					Learn More
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					The Darién Gap

					HIAS is working across the Darién Gap to provide refugees and asylum seekers with gender-based violence prevention and response, legal support, and mental health services.
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WATCH: Standing for Rights and Safety at the U.S.-Mexico Border
Learn more about current conditions at the U.S.-Mexico border and in the LAC region, solutions to address existing challenges, and how to help.
Read More
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Asylum Backlog Presents Anguish, Uncertainty for Seekers
HIAS helps those who have fled persecution seek gain asylum in the U.S. But with a growing asylum backlog, many face long waits in legal limbo.
Read More
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Delegation Calls for More Support for Ukrainian Refugees
Women leaders from across Europe traveled to the United States to lobby for more support for local organizations serving Ukrainian refugees.
Read More
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				Together, we can help create a world in which refugees find welcome, safety, and opportunity. Join us.
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	Attend an Event
	Sponsor a Refugee
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					Five Ways Americans Can Welcome Refugees

					Explore ways that you can help refugees, asylum seekers, and other displaced people find welcome in your community, the U.S., and around the world.

					Read More
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					Passover Resources

					Incorporate stories and insights from refugees into your Passover Seder using the HIAS Haggadah and a new supplemental reading for Passover 2024.

					Read More
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                    WATCH: In this recent update call, HIAS experts discuss challenges and solutions at the U.S.-Mexico border, migration in the LAC region, and how you can help. (Photo: Seila Montes for HIAS)                  

                                

                                          In recent years, immigration and the U.S.-Mexico border have become central to the political conversation in the United States. Rhetoric has focused on stoking anti-immigrant sentiment and disinformation instead of reasonable, achievable, and humane border management and asylum policies. “Standing for Rights and Safety at the U.S. Mexico Border,” a HIAS update call held March 28, sought to counteract this phenomenon. HIAS experts discussed current conditions at the border and more broadly across the region, the kind of solutions and leadership it will take to address them, and how people can help.

To understand the situation at the U.S.-Mexico border, it is important to take a look at broader trends in displacement throughout the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region, where HIAS operates more than 75 field offices in 11 countries. Over 22 million people are forcibly displaced across LAC, representing about 19% of the total displaced population around the world. That number is expected to grow to 24 million by the end of 2024.

“Contrary to misconceptions, the majority of this population seek protection and reside within [LAC],” said Juan Carlos Pacheco, HIAS advocacy manager for the LAC region. “Colombia, Peru, and Mexico are the main destinations for refugees and those in need of international protection.”

The U.S. is also not the only country seeing an increase in anti-immigrant rhetoric and legislation during an election cycle. Rumors and misinformation targeting refugees, migrants, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the field abound while six countries in the region, including Mexico and Panama, will hold elections this year. Additionally, many LAC countries have responded to the increase in forced displacement with measures, such as military action at borders in the region, to deter and impede access to protection.

For those seeking asylum in Mexico or those who intend to continue their journeys north to the U.S., HIAS operates eight offices providing legal, mental health, and gender-based violence prevention programs. Blanca Lomeli, HIAS Mexico country director, recounted the story of 26-year-old man from Venezuela who was severely injured during the fire at a detention center in Juarez in March 2023. The man, who had fled to Mexico due to political persecution in his home country, had been arrested for selling flowers in the street. When the fire broke out, he was unable to escape and suffered debilitating burns.

“The point that I want to highlight here is that he was doing the right thing,” said Lomeli. “He was seeking an appointment [to ask for asylum in the U.S.] He was receiving legal protection, but [even] with the paperwork that he had on him, the police didn’t care.”

Those trying to seek asylum in the U.S. by using the U.S. Customs and Border Protection application CBP One continue to face major obstacles, including a three to six month wait for an appointment after an already long journey to reach northern Mexico. Frequent updates to U.S. policy and to the app itself continue to cause confusion for those seeking protection in the U.S.

Vanessa Dojaquez-Torres, HIAS policy counsel, provided a brief overview of recent and current U.S. policies designed to deter people from seeking protection in the U.S., such as Title 42, the “Remain in Mexico”/Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) program, and the Asylum Ban. Over the years, she said, it has become evident that deterrence policies both are not effective in preventing people from trying to cross into the U.S. and do not address the needs of those trying to seek safety in the U.S.

“People are not coming to the border because it is their first choice or their best option,” said Dojaquez-Torrez. “They’re coming because it is their only option. These deterrence policies [are] not effective because that has nothing to do with why people are coming here.”

Dojaquez-Torrez also spoke about ways to improve the situation for asylum seekers, including increasing resources for asylum officers so that they can meet the needs of seekers and expanding access to ports of entry so that fewer people will cross the border irregularly. In addition, speeding up the work permit process for asylum seekers — who currently wait 180 days after filing for asylum to receive authorization — would help asylum seekers and the communities that they live in.

For those in the U.S. looking for ways to help asylum seekers, Rebecca Kirzner, HIAS’ senior director of grassroots advocacy and organizing, encouraged participants to ask their elected officials to uphold a just asylum system and reach out to HIAS staff for more opportunities to engage in advocacy. For those with legal expertise, HIAS’ pro bono network offers opportunities to provide legal support to asylum seekers.
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1300 Spring Street, Suite 500

Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-844-7300

New York Office

212-967-4100
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800-HIAS-714
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